FIRST OVER EVEREST
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But I could not recall which of the various courses I had
written down on my map was the correct one, to avoid the
Nepalese border. This lapse of memory I put down to want of
oxygen caused by my ill-fitting mask. My brain was definitely
too tired to enable me to reason out the correct course which,
in normal conditions, I could easily have done. There are no
signposts in the sky. The mountains now on my port quarter
were of no avail in assisting me to determine the southerly
course. The whole country was completely covered by clouds
as far as the hills extended, and so I flew due south, being now
able at last to think clearly enough to be certain that this would
take me in the right direction and away from Nepal, Once
beyond the hilly country, I descended through the haze and
looked round for any familiar objects, but Indian maps are on
a small scale and it is difficult to recognise rivers or railways
unless distinct in their formation. However, I seemed to
recognise one place and made out a course on which I flew
for nearly half an hour. Still unable definitely to identify the
country below me, the idea came to me that I was too far
west, whereas in reality I was much too far east. Having circled
round for some time and still finding it impossible to locate
any suitable landing-ground, I determined to alight in the first
suitable area near the railway line along which I was then
flying. I chose a fairly large field in an apparently uninhabited
area, apart from a few huts. But I very soon realised my limita-
tions as a censor, for a couple of minutes after landing I was
surrounded by thousands of wildly gesticulating Beharis, those
nearest the aeroplane endeavouring to touch or finger it; so
much so, that like Gulliver on his travels, I was despairing of
being able to get away again, especially as all the children and
young people seemed seized by an irresistible desire to sit on
the tailplane. Meanwhile, I kept the engine running slowly as
I had no means of starting it. The starting-handle had been
left at Lalbalu to reduce weight; in any case it could only be
operated by two people who knew all about its use, a third
man being required in the cockpit at the controls. Every few
aoo

